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ReIReS is a starting community of twelve European
institutions that are building a unique and highly
qualified infrastructure on religious studies. ReIReS
brings knowledge into the field of religious pluralism in
Europe, thus contributing to a stable society. It explains
and implements the idea of “Knowledge Creates
Understanding”.
www.reires.eu
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1. Introduction
The study of the doctrinal features of religious beliefs or the examination of the relation between
a religious community and a social, economic, cultural and political framework at a specific
historical moment requires an acquaintance with a highly diversified set of sources. At the same
time, these sources can only be evaluated by using a cross-disciplinary set of methodologies that
make it possible to account for the specific features of each individual historical document.
Through its access policy, ReIReS provides young scholars with a programme of training activities
that enables them to become acquainted with the skills required by historical-religious studies in
terms of methodological, historical and linguistic knowledge, as well as scholarly contributions
coming from other disciplines.
In this context, the six Schools on the use and study of special documents draw on the strength of
the holdings and the expertise of the providers of transnational access to special collections and
archival documents within ReIReS (TASC and TAAD). Each weeklong school offers to scholars a
presentation of the range of materials available in these libraries and archives, introducing the
relevance of specific expertise with respect to the different kind of documents and showing the
importance of their knowledge for a proper development of research in the domain of historical
religious studies. The schools open a wide horizon in religious studies, including the and Orthodox
Christianities as well as Judaism and Islam from Antiquity until the 20th century. Although the
thematical range of holdings and expertise is vast, the schools maintain a coherence in their aims
and methodologies: They combine the access to and practice on the documents with the training
under the guidance of a team of experts from the partners of the consortium.
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2. ReIReS Training Programme
The school in Mainz, 23-28 September 2018 is part of the ReIReS Training Programme. Future
trainings are scheduled (dates with reservation) as follows:

One-week Schools on the Use and Study of Special Documents:


EPHE Paris: 18–23 February 2019



University Sophia: 22–28 September 2019



KU Leuven: February 2020



University of Hamburg: 14–19 June 2020



FSCIRE Bologna: March 2020

Three-days Courses on Digital Humanities and Historical Religious Studies


IEG Mainz: 23–23 January 2019



FSCIRE Bologna: 3–5 July 2019



University of Sofia: 17–19 November 2019



KU Leuven: 30 March–1 April 2019



Brepols Turnhout: 1–3 April 2019



University of Hamburg: 20–22 November 2020

3. Unique Contribution to the ReIReS Training Programme
The school in Mainz will make scholars familiar with special, less known and remote collections like
the fragments of the 9th century in the Martinus-Bibliothek and the world’s most important
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collection of utilitarian Christian literature in the Hymnbook Archive. Also unique is the Jewish
Library which is one of the very few libraries saved from the persecutions in Germany and which
shows the reading interests of the Jewish community of the time. The Wissenschaftliche
Stadtbibliothek holds 1,300 manuscripts and a decent number of rare prints from the former
Carthusian and Carmelite libraries that mirror the active religious reflection in the convent between
the late middle ages and the Enlightenment. These libraries indeed reflect in their holdings the
religious history of Europe.
The school in Mainz will focus on book history and provenance research with practice on reading
ownership entries, research on former owners and analysis of the results and will also train the
users in palaeography, prosopography and version comparison.

4. Trainers


Dr. Christoph Winterer (History of Art, Medieval Manuscripts, Fragmentology)



Prof. Dr. Ansgar Franz (Theology, Liturgical Studies, Homiletics, Hymnology)



Dr. Christiane Schäfer (German Literature, Book Science, Hymnology)



Prof. Dr. Andreas Lehnardt (Theology, Judaic Studies)



Dr. Annelen Ottermann (Library Science, Medieval Manuscripts, Early printing, Provenance
Research)



Prof. Dr. Claus Arnold (Theology, Church History)



Alexandra Nusser M. A. (German Literature, Medieval Manuscripts, Theology)

5. Common Objectives


The participant knows how to use the collection [of the library/archive etc.] for
investigations on historical religious issues.



The participant increases her/his expertise significantly in terms of awareness of the
importance of making use of the results from different disciplines in order to analyse and
use the materials of these collections for his/her work.



The participant is familiar with the range of materials available in the libraries/archives



The participant can present the importance of the knowledge in these materials for a
proper development of research in the domain of historical religious studies.
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The partipant is trained to a certain extend in codicology and palaeography, history of
books, ancient manuscripts restoration and preservation, organisation and management
of archival materials, video and audio archives.



The participant is capable to train others in the use of the program.

6. Specific Learning Goals
Participants will learn:


how to find and identify medieval fragments in ancient book bindings;



how to compare different versions of hymns and understand the intentions of the
alterations in hymns in different historic and religious contexts;



how to understand reading interests in the medieval and modern Jewish communities of
Mainz;



how to detect and identify provenances, get practice on reading ownership entries,
research on former owners and analysis of the results.

7. Mainz
Mainz is the place where Johannes Gutenberg produced the first printed Bible in 1452/1454. It
houses the unique Gutenberg-Museum of the art of printing, where not only the Gutenberg-Bible
and Incunabula are displayed, but also printed items and printing instruments from all world
cultures and religions. Mainz offers a vast range of libraries and archives, which all show in their
way that today’s use of manuscript and printed material has to keep in mind the historical process
of creation, conservation and also the (partial) loss of such collections. Mainz is a centre of
„Buchwissenschaft“, and especially the religious book and manuscript holdings have been subject
to various research projects. For our project we can rely chiefly on these resources provided by
the Martinus-Bibliothek – Academic and Regional Library of the Diocese of Mainz, the
Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek, the University Library with the Jewish Library and the Hymnbook
Archive.
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8. Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz (JGU Mainz)
Currently, some 33,000 students, 14 percent from abroad, study at JGU (www.uni-mainz.de),
making it one of Germany’s largest universities. JGU has a strong research focus and regularly
achieves solid positions in international research rankings. It has a long tradition in managing EU
funded projects in FP6, FP7 and Horizon 2020. In 2016 JGU has been awarded the HR Excellence
in Research logo and in 2020, JGU’s HRS4R will again be evaluated by experts. Annually, about 600
PhD students complete their studies at JGU. The Welcome Center for visiting scholars and students
provides support for all contractual, insurance, visa and accommodation issues.
The Faculty of Catholic Theology within the JGU offers an excellent infrastructure for research: the
central library offers 3,448,000 media units, the theology library houses currently 227,300 volumes
and increases by 2,000 volumes every year. The library holds 349 theological journals (print and
epub). The faculty also houses the unique Gesangbucharchiv/Hymnbook Archive, and the Old
Jewish Library of Mainz. There is a strong institutional collaboration with the other theological
libraries in Mainz, which is coordinated by the Chair for Medieval and Modern Church History.
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9. Locations
Martinus-Bibliothek – Wissenschaftliche Diözesanbibliothek/Martinus-Bibliothek –
Academic and Regional Library of the Diocese of Mainz, Grebenstraβe 8, D-5116
Mainz
http://dcms.bistummainz.de/bm/dcms/sites/einrichtungen/martinus-bibliothek/index.htm
The Martinus-Bibliothek holds 300,000 volumes, 200 journals, about 1,000 Incunabula, 270
manuscripts and 300 fragments of manuscripts, many of which have been only recently recovered
from ancient book bindings, as the sensational fragments from the Nibelungen saga. The library
has grown organically and without losses since its foundation in 1662 by Elector-Archbishop
Johann Philipp von Schönborn, and contains also some remains of the old Mainz Cathedral library
which was burnt in 1793. It is especially strong in theology and philosophy: it mirrors both the
scholasticism of Counterreformation Catholicism as the neo-scholasticism which was especially
influential in Mainz in the 19th century.
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Gesangbucharchiv/Hymnbook Archive at JGU Mainz, Johannes Gutenberg
University Mainz, Philosophicum, Basement, Jakob-Welder-Weg 18, D-55128
Mainz
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/gesangbuchforschung/gesangbucharchiv/
The Hymnbook Archive is perhaps the world’s most important collection of utilitarian Christian
literature with more than 6,000 German hymnbooks and nearly 1,000 breviaries, making it an
essential resource for scholars. Hymnbooks reflect history in a unique way. They reach all social
classes and they are subject to constant revisions. Over the centuries, the songs contained therein
have always been reworked, shortened, lengthened and adjusted to conform to the zeitgeist of
the time.
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Bereichsbibliothek Theologie und Jüdische Bibliothek/Jewish Library at JGU
Mainz, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Forum universitatis 5, Saarstraße
21, D-55122 Mainz
https://www.blogs.uni-mainz.de/fb01-juedische-bib/
The collection of the Jewish Library at JGU of almost 5,500 volumes, among them rare Hebraica
and manuscripts, is one of the very few libraries saved from the persecutions in Germany. In 1946,
the books were brought to the newly founded university of Mainz as a loan of the Jewish
Community of Mainz. Most interesting is the reconstruction of the ownership of some of the books.
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Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek Mainz/Municipal Academic Library of
Mainz, Rheinallee 3B, D-55116 Mainz
https://www.mainz.de/microsite/bibliotheken/rubrik4/wissenschaftliche-stadtbibliothek.php
The Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek owns 670,000 media units with the holdings of the
secularized convents of Mainz and of the old University library (founded 1477, dissolved in 1793).
Especially the manuscripts (1,300 units) and the printed holdings from the former Carthusian and
Carmelite libraries in the Stadtbibliothek are unique. They are chiefly of a theological nature and
mirror the active religious reflection in the convents between the late middle ages and the
Enlightenment.
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10.

Program

Sunday, September 23rd, 2018
▼Arrival
▼18:20 Meeting in the lobby of the hotel, Transfer to city, Bus-Tickets will be distributed
▼19:30 Dinner at Hof Ehrenfels, Grebenstraße 5–7, D-55116 Mainz

Monday, September 24th, 2018
Martinus-Bibliothek – Wissenschaftliche Diözesanbibliothek/Martinus-Bibliothek – Academic and
Regional Library of the Diocese of Mainz, Grebenstraße 8, D-55116 Mainz
▼8:20 Start from the hotel, transfer to city
▼9:00–9.15 Dr. Helmut Hinkel and Prof. Dr. Claus Arnold: Welcome and introduction
▼9:15-9:45: Karla Boersma and Prof. Dr. Herman Selderhuis: Presentation of ReIReS and its
Training Programme: Structure and Goals
▼9:45–10:45 Dr. Christoph Winterer: Visit to Treasure Room with a short introduction to the
special collections of the Martinus-Bibliothek
▼10:45–11:15: Coffee Break
▼11.15–12:45 Training I: How to find and identify medieval fragments. Strategies, resources, and
further readings

▼12:45–13:45 Lunch Break (Seminary)

▼13:45–15:15: Training II
▼15:15–15:45: Coffee Break
▼15:45–17:00: Review of the day – Train the Trainers Course
▼Optional: Tour of St. Martin’s Cathedral (“Dom”) and the town centre of Mainz
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Tuesday, September 25th, 2018
Gesangbucharchiv/Hymnbook Archive at JGU Mainz, Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz,
Philosophicum, Basement, Jakob-Welder-Weg 18, D-55128 Mainz
▼8:20 Start from the hotel, transfer to city
▼9:00–10:30 Prof. Dr. Ansgar Franz/Dr. Christiane Schäfer: Presentation of the Hymnbook Archive,
the hymnal and breviary bibliography, and the Catalogue of hymns
▼10:30–10:45: Coffee Break
▼11:00–13:00 Training: Comparison of different versions of hymns – what is the intention of the
alterations in different historic and religious contexts?

▼13:00–14:00 Lunch Break (Restaurant “Baron” on campus)

▼14:00–15:00: Review of the day – Train the Trainers Course
▼15:45–17:00 Visit of the Gutenberg-Museum

Wednesday, September 26th, 2018
Bereichsbibliothek Theologie und Jüdische Bibliothek/Jewish Library at JGU Mainz, Johannes
Gutenberg University Mainz, Forum universitatis 5, Saarstraße 21, D-55122 Mainz
▼8:20 Start from the hotel, Transfer to city
▼9:00 Meeting in the Bereichsbibliothek Theologie of JGU Mainz and welcome by Claus Arnold
▼9:30–11:00 Prof. Dr. Andreas Lehnardt: The Old Jewish Library in Mainz and its Hebrew, Yiddish
and German collection
▼11:00–11:30 Coffee Break
▼11:30–13:00 Training in Groups: Reading interests in the medieval and modern Jewish
communities of Mainz

▼13:00–14:00 Lunch Break (Restaurant “Baron” on campus)
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▼14:00–15:00: Review of the day – Train the Trainers Course
▼15:00–17:00 Statements and Discussion: What is the future of libraries with old and rare holdings
in the times of digital data?

Thursday, September 27th, 2018
Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek Mainz/Municipal Academic Library of Mainz, Rheinallee 3B, D55116 Mainz
▼8:20 Start from the hotel, transfer to city
▼9:00 Meeting and Introduction by Dr. Stephan Fliedner
▼9:30–11:00 Dr. Annelen Ottermann: Provenance research on historical book collections:
motivation, aims, methods and the role of the libraries in the support of research
▼11:00–11:30 Coffee Break
▼11:30–13:00 Training on historical books of the former library of the Carmelites in Mainz in the
17th century: How to detect and identify provenances, Practice on reading ownership entries,
Research on former owners and Analysis of the results

▼13:00–14:00 Lunch Break (“Trattoria am Kaisertor”)

▼14:00–15:00 Training II
▼15:00–16:00 Review of the day – Train the Trainers Course
▼16:00–16:15 Coffee Break
▼16:15–17:00 Visit of the restoration workshop: Presentation of manuscript restoration and
preservation
▼Optional: 17:30 St. Stephan Mainz and the windows by Marc Chagall
▼Optional: Visit to a nearby Wine Restaurant
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Friday, September 28th, 2018
Martinus-Bibliothek – Wissenschaftliche Diözesanbibliothek, Grebenstraße 8, 55116 Mainz
▼8:20 Start from the hotel, transfer to city
▼9:00–10:45 Prof. Dr. Claus Arnold: Palaeographical Training (Latin Palaeography of the Early
Modern period)
▼10:45–11:00 Coffee Break
▼11:30-12:45: Discussion and Evaluation of the Training

▼12:45–13:45 Lunch Break (Seminary)

▼Departure
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11.

Online Access to Index Religiosus and Other Databases

Brepols Publishers and KU Leuven are proud to offer all partners of ReIReS free online
access to the Index Religiosus for the duration of the project (for more information: ask your
organization). Apart from Index Religiosus, Brepols develops several other interesting online
databases (in collaboration with academic partners), which will be included after the ReIReS
schools and courses. After following a ReIReS school or course, scholars can ask for a 30‐day
free trial period for training purposes at their institution.

12.

Participants

Prof. Dr. Claus Arnold

JGU Mainz

claus.arnold@uni-mainz.de

Alicja Bielak M. A.

University Warsaw

alicjabielak@gmail.com

Karla Boersma

TU Apeldoorn, Refo500

karlaboersma@refo500.nl

Dr. Gianmarco Braghi

FSCIRE Bologna

braghi@fscire.it

Nadja Brom
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IEG/JGU Mainz (student
assistent)

nbrom@students.uni-mainz.de

Jasper de Kok

TU Apeldoorn

jasperdekok@live.nl

Dr. Tim Denecker

Brepols (Turnhout)

tim.denecker@brepols.net

Anton De Preter M. A.

KU Leuven

anton.depreter@kuleuven.be

Dr. Gergana Ganeva

University Sofia

geriganeva@yahoo.com

Morgan Guiraud

EPHE Paris

morgan.guiraud@ephe.psl.eu

Dr. Bart Janssens

Brepols (Turnhout)

Bart.Janssens@brepols.net
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mkuenste@students.uni-

Maximilian Künster B. Ed.

JGU Mainz

Dr. Markus Müller

IEG Mainz

muellerm@ieg-mainz.de

Alexandra Nusser M. A.

JGU Mainz

nusser@uni-mainz.de

Dr. Libera Pisano

University Hamburg

libpisano@gmail.com

Prof. Dr. Herman Selderhuis

TU Apeldoorn

hjselderhuis@tua.nl

Bert Tops M. A.

KU Leuven

bert.tops@kuleuven.be

Nikè van der Mijden-Groenendijk

TU Apeldoorn

nvandermijden@tua.nl

13.

mainz.de

Hotel

Tripinn Bristol Hotel Mainz, Friedrich-Ebert-Straße 20, D-55130 Mainz
https://tripinn-hotels.com/mainz/

14.

Public Transport

To the hotel: From Mainz main station bus stop “G” take Bus 62 (towards “Mainz Weisenau
Friedrich-Ebert-Straße”) to “Mainz Weisenau Friedrich-Ebert-Straße” (every half hour on
Sunday, e.g. 15.02 and 15.32 h etc.).
Sunday, Monday, Friday: Bus 62 goes from the hotel to the city and near the Restaurant “Hof
Ehrenfels” and Martinus-Bibliothek: bus stop “Friedrich-Ebert-Straße” to “Höfchen-Listmann”
(Sunday: Meeting at the hotel foyer at 18.20 h; Bus 62 leaves 18.33 h and every half hour.
Monday and Friday morning: Bus 62 leaves 8.27 h and every 20 minutes).
Tuesday, Wednesday: Bus to the university: Bus 62 from “Friedrich-Ebert-Straße” at 8.27 h to
“Mainz Hauptbahnhof” (Main station), change at bus stop “F” to Bus 65 (also Bus or Tram No.
6, 51, 53, 54, 55, 56, 57, 59, 64, 68, 75, 90, 91), to bus stop “Universität” (University).
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Thursday: Bus to Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek: Bus 62 from “Friedrich-Ebert-Straße” at
8.27 h to “Mainz Hauptbahnhof” (Main station), change on bus stop “H” to Bus 76 (towards
“Mainz Wilhelm-Raabe-Straße”) to “Mainz Kaisertor/Stadtbibliothek”.
See also the website of the Mainz public transport operator: https://www.mainzermobilitaet.de/ or www.rmv.de

15.

Image Credits

Page 4: Miniature hymnbook. Gesangbucharchiv Mainz/Hymnbook Archive Mainz, Photo:
Thomas Hartmann, University Library Mainz.
Page 5: Bookshelf in the Hymnbook Archive Mainz, Photo: Thomas Hartmann, University Library
Mainz.
Page 8: Entrance of the Johannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Faculty of Catholic Theology,
statue of Johannes Gutenberg. Photo: Thomas Hartmann, University Library Mainz.
Page 9: At an unusually late date, around 1825, this eleven-volume set was bound in discarded
sheets from a 13th century Antiphonary, which contains some beautiful pen-flourished initials.
Martinus-Bibliothek, 13/681, Photo: Daniel Moisa.
Page 10: Hymnbook with a little pocket for a present attached to the rear cover.
Gesangbucharchiv Mainz/Hymnbook Archive Mainz, Photo: Thomas Hartmann, University
Library Mainz.
Page 11: Removal of a page of the Talmud from a book cover. Gutenberg-Museum Mainz,
Photo: Andreas Lehnardt.
Page 12. Gutenberg Museum Mainz, Ink 1209: Coat of arms of Raimundus Peraudi.
Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek, Photo: Annelen Ottermann.
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ReIReS School: Use and Study of Special Documents
Mainz, 23—28 September 2018

Mainz is the place where Johannes Gutenberg produced the first printed Bible in 1452/1454. It houses
the unique Gutenberg-Museum of the art of printing, where not only the Gutenberg-Bible and
Incunabula are displayed, but also printed items and printing instruments from all world cultures and
religions. Mainz offers a vast range of libraries and archives, which all show in their way that today’s use
of manuscript and printed material has to keep in mind the historical process of creation, conservation
and also the (partial) loss of such collections. Mainz is a centre of „Buchwissenschaft“, and especially the
religious book and manuscript holdings have been subject to various research projects.
The school in Mainz will make scholars familiar with special, less known and remote collections like the
fragments of the 9th century in the Martinus-Bibliothek and the world’s most important collection of
utilitarian Christian literature in the Hymnbook Archive. Also unique is the Jewish Library which is one of
the very few libraries saved from the persecutions in Germany and which shows the reading interests
of the Jewish community of the time. The Wissenschaftliche Stadtbibliothek holds 1,300 manuscripts
and a decent number of rare prints from the former Carthusian and Carmelite libraries that mirror the
active religious reflection in the convents between the late middle ages and the Enlightenment. These
libraries indeed reflect in their holdings the religious history of Europe.
The school in Mainz will focus on book history and provenance research with practice on reading
ownership entries, research on former owners and analysis of the results and will also train the users in
palaeography, prosopography and version comparison.
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