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5.5. Use and Study of Special Documents in Leuven 

Dates 

16–21 February 2020, Leuven [adjusted date] 

Locations 

Maurits Sabbe Library, Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, Deberiotstraat 26, 3000 Leuven, Bel-

gium 

KADOC, Vlamingenstraat 39, 3000 Leuven, Belgium 

Organising Institution 

KU Leuven 

Contact 

Mathijs Lamberigts, Mathieu.lamberigts@kuleuven.be 

Trainers 

 Y. van Loon. 

 M. Lamberigts. 

 H. Storme. 

 W. de Pril. 

 M. Reynders. 

 A. Soetaert. 

 B. Vandermeulen. 

 D. Van Ysacker. 

 L. Watteeuw.

Specific Learning Goals 

Participants will be able to:  

● understand how “recently (re)constructed” libraries still offer a coherent set of holdings and infor-

mation about the history of the Low Countries in context; 

● discover the specificity of particular collections; 

● become familiar with the new research tools and full text data; 

● make use of the LIMO-library system and its facilities on the level of locations, descriptions, addi-

tional information; 

● understand the inherent coherence between collections preserved and developed in different set-

tings; 
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● gain insight in the complexity of a conciliar event such as Vatican II on the basis of the archives 

preserved; 

● contribute to lemmata in the DHGE as part of the development of their research skills. 

Unique Contribution to the ReIReS Training Programme 

The school in Leuven will make scholars familiar with the special features of libraries which were either 

twice destroyed in the 20th century (Central Library) or founded after the split of the KU Leuven into two 

universities (one French speaking, the other Dutch speaking), as is the case with the Maurits Sabbe Library 

(Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies). The Maurits Sabbe Library, one of the largest theological librar-

ies in the world (more than 1.3 million books and 1200 journals), is partly constructed on the basis of 

holdings which were given by diocesan seminaries and religious orders and congregations of Flanders and 

the Southern Netherlands. Therefore, the Maurits Sabbe Library offers a unique survey of religious intellec-

tual life in these regions. The section containing precious books (about 180.000 books, manuscripts) is 

one of the most important collections in the country. The Vatican II Archives (hosted in the library) consist 

of the archives of often leading participants in Vatican II (Monsignors De Smedt, Heuschen, Philips, Wil-

lebrands; Prof. J. Grootaers, only to mention a few). The presence of the international programme of the 

Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies results in a deliberate purchase policy that pays attention to the 

most important literature published in international languages (English, French, German, Italian, Spanish). 

The collections of the central library, often the result of gifts and purchases of books and manuscripts, 

focus on the history of one the oldest still existing Catholic universities with special interest in course notes, 

manuscripts, databases and the like. The combination of these two libraries and the expertise available 

reflects the religious history of Western Europe as part of international developments. Furthermore, the 

two libraries are very much involved in new developments, both on the level of bibliographies available on 

the internet (Index Religiosus) and restoration and digitization programmes.  

The school in Leuven will focus on the presence, preservation, restoration and inventorization of these di-

versified collections, and on how such diversity can be adequately made available to the international ac-

ademic community.  

Introduction 

The school consists of three elements that will come back in all sessions: 

 Information. 

 Guided exercises. 

 For all activities, handouts will be made available to the participants.  

During the workshop, all participants will have access to the Leuven Library Facilities (use of supporting 

literature for the different issues discussed in the workshops). 

Participants will receive in advance all the information available through websites; they will have entrances 

to the databases as described in the ReIReS project.  
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Participants are invited to prepare specific research questions in light of the project they are working on; 

in light of these questions, if needed, Leuven researchers, not directly involved in ReIReS, will be invited to 

share their expertise with the participants. 

Programme 

The whole programme has been put together in such a way that participants are invited to share their own 

insights and competences with the hosting institution and their colleagues. The future trainers will be made 

familiar with the diversity of libraries and archival documentation centres in a comprehensive university.  

At the end of the week they must be able to offer adequate information about forming book and journal 

collections both on the level of specific collections and collections as a whole, how to consult a “(re)con-

structed” library, being aware of challenges for libraries and researchers in the near future, being able to 

offer basic information about the collection, preservation, inventorization and digitization of (rare) books, 

manuscripts, and archival material.  

During the training, the future trainers will be asked to write a small paper in which they show their ability 

to communicate on a basic level about these aspects.  

Sunday 

February 16, 2020 

Arrival at Leuven 

Monday 

February 17, 2020 
Venue: Maurits Sabbe Library, Faculty of Theology and Religious Studies, 

Deberiotstraat 26, 3000 Leuven

Introduction about the historical theological material at KU Leuven. 

Organizer: M. LAMBERIGTS 

10:00–12:00 h: The KU Leuven (1425–2000): a brief history (M. LAMBER-

IGTS) 

14:00–16.00 h: The collections at the KU Leuven, a Survey (M. LAMBER-

IGTS-M. REYNDERS) 

● The complex genesis of its collections.

● The loss and “reconstruction” of lost collections.

● the KU Leuven collections in the context of Belgium.

16:30–18:30 h: Tools available to work with the KU Leuven collections (W. 

DE PRIL, D. VAN YSACKER) 

Tuesday 

February 18, 2020 

Center for the Study of Vatican II, Maurits Sabbe Library, Faculty of Theology 

and Religious Studies, Deberiotstraat 26, 3000 Leuven

Organizers: M. LAMBERIGTS AND D. BOSSCHAERT 
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Introductory Literature: K. Schelkens, The Centre for the Study of the Sec-

ond Vatican Council in Leuven. Historical Developments and List of Ar-

chives, in ETL 82 (2006), 207–231. 

09:00–10:00 h: The “artificial” genesis of the collections in the Center 

10:00–11:30 h: The focus of the Center on Belgian participants to the Coun-

cil 

11:30-12:30 h: A guided tour in order to get a better idea of what is present, 

about the state of preservation, and the physical consultation of documents

14:00–16.00 h: Seminar on the interaction between persons and collec-

tions 

On the basis of biographies, inventories available, users are expected to 

evaluate the material as preserved, the contribution of an individual person 

(theologian, bishop) to Vatican II in relation to the document(s) this person 

was involved in.  

16:30–18:30 h: How to use the instruments available in the center? The 

case of Willebrands 

The Willebrands papers (dealing with Vatican II, Ecumenism, Judaism), the 

most extensive collection of the Center, will be digitized by the end of 2018. 

In this section, participants are made familiar with the demands of an ade-

quate and “active” consultation of a collection in the era of digitization. 

Background Literature: A. Denaux-P. De Mey (eds.), The Ecumenical Legacy 

of Johannes Cardinal Willebrands (1909–2006) (BETL, 253), Louvain-Paris-

Walpole, 2012. 

Wednesday 

February 19, 2020 

Rare Books in the Maurits Sabbe Library/ University Library, Deberiotstraat 

26, 3000 Leuven

Responsible experts: Y. VAN LOON, D. VANYSACKER, H. STORME, M. 

REYNDERS) 

By way of introduction, the following presentations can be consulted: 

https://theo.kuleuven.be/gbib_en/heritage  

https://kadoc.kuleuven.be/english/research/mimora/2018_01_Mi-

MoRa_jesuitica

09:00–12:00 h: The variety of the collections as a mirror for the complexity 

of religious life 
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● The library as lab of scholarship: the Jesuit Library (Y. VAN LOON). 

● The library as a tool for missionary activities: the libraries of the Oblates, 

Capuchins, Missionaries of the Sacred Heart (D. VAN YSACKER). 

● The University Library: how to restore historical damage 

(1797/1914/1940/1968 (M. REYNDERS). 

14:00–16:00 h: A guided tour by Y. VAN LOON-H. STORME  

● Book bindings as expression of religious diversity. 

● Preservation of books: risks and challenges. 

16:30–18:30 h: Seminar: How to organize and maintain an “unnatural” li-

brary in light of new challenges? On the basis on the information offered, 

participants are expected to discuss how to prepare a library future for a 

“differentiated” past of libraries. 

Thursday 

February 20, 2020 

Book Heritage Lab of the Maurits Sabbe Library/Digital Lab, Deberiotstraat 

26, 3000 Leuven

Responsible experts: L. WATTEEUW and B. VANDERMEULEN. 

For an adequate background introduction, see 

https://theo.kuleuven.be/gbib_en/heritage 

09:00–11:00 h: The restoration of manuscripts: risks and challenges 

● Technology driven research questions. 

● The interaction between ideas and techniques. 

11:30–12.30 h: The restoration of bindings in relation to the history of bind-

ing books 

14:00–16:00 h: Digitization 

● The new techniques: possibilities, challenges, weaknesses. 

● The complex process of “active” digitization (OCR: between schol-

ars’ desires and reality). 

16:30–18:00 h: The complexity of meta data (A. SOETAERT) 

Friday 

February 21, 2020 

KADOC,1 Vlamingenstraat 39, 3000 Leuven

Responsible expert: K. CHRISTIAENS. 

1 KADOC is an interdisciplinary center that in many senses is complementary to the data as available in the Maurits 

Sabbe Library. Over the years, it has developed a great expertise in interdisciplinary research (projects).
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For an introduction about this institution, see

https://www.kuleuven.be/wieiswie/en/unit/50000759  

09:00–10:00 h: KADOC, a Short History 

10:00–11.00 h: Diversity of collections and its impact on inter-disciplinarity

11:00–12.30 h: Seminar: From monolithic (Catholicism) to ecumenical di-

alogue (EVA-Doc) and interreligious dialogue (the Muslim collection): how 

to cope with diversity in religious history?  

Maurits Sabbe Library, Deberiotstraat 26, 3000 Leuven

Organizer: M. LAMBERIGTS 

14:00–16:00 h: Plenum: unity in diversity 

Participants are expected to discuss in an interactive way their ideas about 

a historical religious library of the future. In the discussion, strengths, weak-

nesses, opportunities and challenges should be presented. The plenum 

should result in a kind of mission statement about the future of a historical 

religious library. 


