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The Library and Archives at the Monastery of 
Zograf, Mount Athos

• The Zograf Monastery Library and Archives are among the richest 
monastic repositories that have been continuously used for centuries –
from the Middle Ages till the present day. 

• The earliest document held there is dated 980.
• Cyrillic manuscripts from the 11th-20th c.: about 600
• Byzantine and Greek manuscripts and documents
• Ottoman documents from the 15th-19th century: more than 800
• Wallaho-Moldavian charters in Slavonic (Middle Bulgarian) and 

Romanian: more than 200
• Printed books from the 16th-19th century: Slavic, Greek, and Romanian
• Japanese Archive from the mission of Zograf brothers to Japan (19th-

20th c.)



The academic approach towards the sources housed in 
Zograf Monastery: Holistic approach towards a library 

and archives collected for centuries in an orthodox 
monastery. This approach requires:

• Good coordination and dialogue amongst scholars examining 
sources that differ in types (manuscripts, musical sources, 
charters, edicts, inscriptions), format (codices, scrolls, notes, 
printed books, seals) and language (Old Bulgarian, Church 
Slavonic, Bulgarian vernacular, Russian, Romanian, Byzantine 
Greek, Greek vernacular, Ottoman Turkish, Japanese) – such 
dialogue would secure fast and reliable exchange of information 
on events, people, places, materials, and ideas from the long 
history of the monastery. 

• Clear-sighted and active dialogue, based on mutual 
understanding and trust, between the academic community and 
the brotherhood of Zograf Monastery 



Project of Manuscript Digitizing and Use: Stages

• 2009 – change of the governing body of the Zographou Monastery 

Library and Archives.

• 2010-2013 – First steps of manuscript digitizing.

• 2013-2015 – Cataloguing of all printed books (about 30 000 entries). 

• 2014 –Zograf Digital Research Library at Sofia University.

• 2015-now – Research teams dealing with different Zograf Digital 

resources: Coordination and Dialogue.

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib



2009 – The Beginning

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib

just sightseeing...



The raw digitizing

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib

2010-2013 – In this period were initially
catalogized and digitized:

• Slavonic manuscript collection
• Greek manuscript collection
• Slavonic, Greek and Wallacho-Moldavian 

charters and documents
• Ottoman charters and documents
• Musical manuscripts



Restructuring and unifying the library and 
document archives – 2013-2015

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib

The library before:

Checking what do we have:



The Library now:

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib

ry

The archive 
repository 
now

The new 
library



Processing the data

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib



Zograf Digital Research Library at Sofia 
University

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib

Signing the contract

Giving the 
manuscript copies

The people concerned



Zograf Digital Research Library at Sofia University: 
Digital copies in color of 708 manuscripts from 11 repositories 

(to be used in the library)

• 405 Slavonic manuscripts kept in Zograf Monastery (11th-20th century)

• The Reims Gospel (11th c./ 1395)

• 53 Cyrillic mss kept in Professor Ivan Dujchev Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies 

• 33 medieval Slavonic mss kept in Vatican Library (11th-16th century)

• 5 Cyrillic mss kept in Dragomirna Monastery, Romania (15th-16th century)

• 96 Cyrillic mss kept in Ivan Vazov National Library in Plovdiv

• 30 Cyrillic mss kept in Kjustendil Historical Museum (13th-19th c.)

• 44 Cyrillic mss kept at the National Historical Museum in Sofia (13th-19th century)

• Trojan Monastery Cyrillic Mss Collection

• Cyrillic Mss kept in Dionisiou (Mount Athos), Samokov (28), Pleven, Sofia 
University Library.



Research and Popularization
• The main goal: to study the Zograf written heritage as an 
inseparable whole and to find the links amongst various 
sources on the history of the monastery and its relations 
with other monasteries on Mount Athos and beyond, with 
people and institutions, and to elucidate its role as an 
invaluable cultural and spiritual centre for the Bulgarians 
and in the Balkans in general.

• Objectives: 
> Cataloguing, description, and edition of Zograf Monastery 
sources
> Collaboration of the teams examining the sources



Research teams
Slavonic manuscripts
Klimentina Ivanova (SU)
Elisaveta Moussakova (BAS)
Margaret Dimitrova (SU)
Andrej Bojadžiev (SU)
Petko Petkov (SU)
rev. Kozma (Krasimir) Popovski (BAS)
Andrej Bobev (BAS)
Ljubka Nenova (JuZU)
Tatjana Mostrova (BAS)

Byzantine charters
Kostis Smyrlis (New York University)
Olivier Delouis (CNRS)
Dimitris Kyritses (University of Crete)
Christophe Giros (Université Lumière Lyon 2)
Gencho Banev (University of Athens)

Ottoman archive
Grigor Boykov (SU)
Damian Borisov (Plovdiv University)
Maria Kiprovska (SU)
Phokion Kotzageorgis (Aristotle University of Thessaloniki) 

Wallacho-Moldavian archive
Ivan Billiarski (BAS)
Dimiter Peev (SU, HU of Berlin)
Petronel Zahariuc (University of Yasi)
Gheorghe Lazar (University of Bucharest) 

Musical manuscripts
Gotse Ristevski (Ohrid)

Library books catalogue
Dejan Dimitrov
Antoaneta Dimitrova

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograflib



The final goals of the project
http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograf/index

To finalize digitizing of Zographou library and archives and its integration into Zograf Digital 
Research Library at Sofia University. 
To produce integrated electronic catalogues of the library and archives.
By the use of the XML tools, to produce sophisticated indices (such as, of proper names, dates, 
watermarks, dates, types of papers, seals) and other statistical instruments in order to improve 
and sustain further research projects.
To involve MA and PhD students in different research initiatives combining traditional methods and 
digital tools in their work. 



Project Activities

• Examination of the sources (in situ); 
• Description of sources – traditional and electronic; 
• Cataloguing of manuscripts and printed books; 
• Editions of sources; 
• Development of electronic platform and integration of 
the descriptions and editions produced

• Study of particular manuscripts and documents
• Conferences: Exchange of knowledge and ideas



In situ: Work with manuscripts in the monastery: 
examining mss dimensions, paper, watermarks, 

quires, convolutes …



Catalogue descriptions of 271 Cyrillic manuscripts –
until unknown for scholarship: regular monthly 

meetings of the team for elaboration of description 
scheme and its electronic representation



Workshop 2016, October 1-2: the teams presented the 
specifics of their sources and discussed possibilities of 

integration of information in a shared electronic platform



 First International Scientific Workshop of the Mount Athos 
Centre (Thessaloniki, 9–10 December 2016);

 Digital Humanities Conference (Budapest, 27–31 May 2018);
 50th ASEEES Annual Convention (Boston, 7-9 December 2018)

Popularization of the project on different conferences, such as:



International Conference
The Zograf Monastery Library and Archives: 
Research Approaches to Source Digitizing, 
Describing, and Editing (27–29. 10. 2017, 
Sofia University)



Work in progress: Development of 
integrated digital platform incorporating 

the results of description of Zograf
Monastery sources



Work in progress: Description of Ottoman Collection

• 800 documents of different types from the 15th to the 
20th c.;



Ottoman Collection: Description of 15th-century sources



Work on Byzantine Charters

Византийски рхив



Work in progress: Description of Wallacho-Moldavian Collection

• More than 200 documents of different types from the 
15th to the 19th c.;

Treaty, 1416

A Charter of Alexandru
cel Bun, 1420

An official copy of 
a Charter of Vasile

Lupu, 1651
A Charter of 

Wallachian voevod
Ion Radul, 1500



A check-list of Wallaho-
Moldavian Charters

Description and Edition of 
the Charters



Publications
• Catalogue of Cyrillic manuscripts 

nos. 287-405 (in Bulgarian, 
Sofia 2017)

• Publications of papers on particular 
manuscripts



Some results
• A diplomatic and facsimile edition 

with a study of parchment cyrillic
fragments kept in Zograf Monastery

• A volume of 39 papers on 
manuscripts and documents 
housed in Zograf Monastery 
or Written there



Valuable Cyrillic manuscripts 
housed in Zograf Monastery 

Library: 

The 11th-century 
Cyrillic Zograf Folia 
(St. Basil the Great’s 
Monastic Rules),
No. 281



Valuable Cyrillic manuscripts housed in Zograf Monastery Library: 
The Service Book (Liturgies) of Patriarch Euthymios of Tărnovo

(ca. 1325-ca. 1403), Zogr. 103 (a scroll)



Valuable Manuscripts:

The Menaion (Offices for 
the Immuvable Church 
Feasts) of the Poor 
Dragan, 13th-century.

Original offices for saints 
particularly venerated in 
the capital of the Second 
Bulgarian Kingdom –
Tărnovo



Late Prayer Books in Zograf Library: 19th-century Zograf
384 – A Prayer against Magic (Evil Eye)



Insights in the future:

• A lot of work to be done…

http://slav.uni-sofia.bg/zograf/index



Thank you for 
your attention!
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