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Organizers  
ReIReS (Research Infrastructure on Religious Studies) 

Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”, 1540 Sofia, 15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd. 

 Faculty of Slavic Studies, Department for Cyril and Methodius’ Studies 

 Sofia University Library 

 Faculty of Theology, 1000 Sofia, 19 Sveta Nedelya Sq. 

 Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies “Prof. Ivan Dujčev”, 1618 Sofia, 18 Prof. 

Ivan Dujčev Str. 

 

 

Third Parties 

The Ecclesiastical Historical and Archival Institute of the Patriarchate of Bulgaria (EHAI), Sofia, 

1000 Sofia, 19 Sveta Nedelya Sq. 

 

 

Contact 

Maria Totomanova-Paneva, m_totomanova@abv.bg, mivanova@diuu.uni-sofia.bg, 

T +359 888 433486 

 

Arrangement of materials based on the booklet created by Alexandra Nusser (JGU Mainz) for 

the ReIReS School in Mainz in September 2018. General layout created under ReIReS WP8 

(Refo500). 

 

mailto:m_totomanova@abv.bg
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ReIReS is a starting community of twelve European 

institutions that are building a unique and highly 

qualified infrastructure on religious studies. ReIReS 

brings knowledge into the field of religious pluralism in 

Europe, thus contributing to a stable society. It explains 

and implements the idea of “Knowledge Creates 

Understanding”. 

www.reires.eu 

http://www.reires.eu/
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1. Introduction 

The study of religious history and culture of modern Europe is a rather ambitious and 

important task that requires interdisciplinary approach and the elaboration of a set of research 

tools adequate to the realities of today. Bulgaria is the only orthodox country among ReIReS 

partners and its research tradition in studying special collections and archival documents 

differs from the western traditions. In addition, Cyrillic alphabet that now is used by more than 

300 million people all over the world makes the access of foreign scholars to the national 

research production even more difficult. Yet the alphabet and the first translation of Gospels 

and some other liturgical books, made by the holy brothers Cyril and Methodius and their 

followers in 9th-10th cc. turned out to be the transmission of the Byzantine religious, cultural 

and literary model and spread out among other new nations in South and East Europe, thus 

becoming the main tool for Christianization of this part of the continent and shaping a unique 

cultural space known today as Slavia Orthodoxa. The Cyrillic however was not the original 

Slavonic script created by Saint Cyril. It represents a later adaptation of the Greek alphabet 

according to the model of the Glagolitic, which was invented by our first enlightener. 

Introducing the history of Slavia Orthodoxa and the special documents for its study is the goal 

that the school in Sofia as a part of the ReIReS training program will pursue. It will not only 

make the participants familiar with Bulgarian cultural and religious heritage. It will provide 

access to special and remote collections that are usually not accessible and will share our 

experience in using ICT in such a conservative area as Medieval Studies. 

 

 

2. ReIReS Training Programme  

The school in Sofia, 22-27 September 2019 is part of the ReIReS Training Programme. Future 

trainings are scheduled (dates with reservation) as follows: 

One-week Schools on the Use and Study of Special Documents: 

 KU Leuven: February 2020 

 University of Hamburg: 14-19 June 2020 

 Fscire Bologna: March 2020 
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Three-days Courses on Digital Humanities and Historical Religious Studies 

 IEG Mainz: 23-23 January 2019 

 Fscire, Bologna: 3-5 July 2019 

 University of Sofia: 19-21 November 2019 

 KU Leuven: 30 March-1 April 2019 

 Brepols, Turnhout: 1-3 April 2019 

 University of Hamburg: 20-22 November 2020 

 

3. Unique Contribution to the ReIReS Training Programme 

The school in Sofia will make scholars familiar with special, less known and remote collections 

like the unique collection of Greek, Arabic and Slavonic manuscripts in Centre Dujčev, the 

Zographou manuscripts collection, which is not accessible in situ to female researchers; with 

the history of Bulgarian Church and religious literature and the history of the oldest and biggest 

Bulgarian monastery and its role for preserving the religious identity of the Bulgarian 

population. 

 

4. Trainers  

Prof. Anna-Maria Totomanova (History of Bulgarian & Medieval Studies). 

Prof. Ivan Christov (Patristics & Palaeography). 

Prof. Margaret Dimitrova (Medieval Studies). 

Prof. Vasya Velinova (Slavonic and Byzantine Studies). 

Assoc. Prof. Anna Angelova (Librarian Studies). 

Dr. Ventzislav Karavaltchev (Church History & Theology). 

Dr. Gergana Ganeva (History of Bulgarian). 

Dr. Maria Totomanova-Paneva (History of Bulgarian & Textual Criticism). 

Dr. Dimiter Peev (Old Church Slavonic & Digitalization of Manuscripts). 

Dr. Nikifor Haralampiev (Restoration). 

Dr. Rumyana Decheva (Restoration). 
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5. Common Objectives 

 The participant knows how to use the collection [of the library/archive etc.] for 

investigations on historical religious issues. 

 The participant increases her/his expertise significantly in terms of awareness of the 

importance of making use of the results from different disciplines in order to analyse 

and use the materials of these collections for his/her work. 

 The participant is familiar with the range of materials available in the libraries/archives. 

 The participant can present the importance of the knowledge in these materials for a 

proper development of research in the domain of historical religious studies. 

 The participant is trained to a certain extend in codicology and palaeography, the 

history of books, ancient manuscripts restoration and preservation. 

 The participant will acquire initial knowledge about organisation and management of 

archival materials, video and audio archives. 

 The participant is capable to train others in the use of the program. 

6. Specific Learning Goals 

The participant will learn: 

 how to find, identify and analyze medieval theological fragments; 

 how to conduct research on the decoration of both Slavonic and Byzantine 

manuscripts for establishing the connections between the two traditions as well as 

between some selected manuscripts; 

 how to understand the role of Old Bulgarian (OCS) as a tool for Christianization of the 

Slavic and Romanian populations in South-Eastern Europe.  

7. Sofia University 

Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” is the first Bulgarian high academic school 

establishment. Its history is an embodiment and a continuation of the century long 

cultural and educational tradition of the Bulgarian nation. Gradually, Sofia University 

has become one of the most highly reputable research centers on the Balkans, a full-

fledged university of the European type. Today the University is the biggest and most 

prestigious scientific hub in the country. It has 16 faculties (Faculty of Slavic Studies, 

Faculty of Classical and Modern Philology, Faculty of History, Faculty of Philosophy, 
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Faculty of Law, Faculty of Journalism and Mass Communication, Faculty of Education, 

Faculty of Pre-School and Primary School Education, Faculty of Geology and 

Geography, Faculty of Physics, Faculty of Mathematics and Informatics, Faculty of 

Chemistry and Pharmacy, Faculty of Biology, Faculty of Economics and Business 

Administration, Faculty of Theology, Faculty of Medicine) and 3 Departments 

(Department of Information and In-Service Teacher Training, Department of Language 

Education, Department of Sports) with 105 special subjects being taught. Within the 

framework of the University there are several independent units: the University 

Library, the University Press with a printing house, IT Centre, a Science Research 

Sector (NIS), the University Botanic Gardens. There are also 20 research centers in 

different scientific areas. The total number of students in Sofia Univesrity is more than 

20 000 including 800 PhD students. 
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8. Locations 

Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” Faculty of Slavic Studies, Department 
for Cyril and Methodius’ Studies, 1540 Sofia, 15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd. 

https://cyrillomethodiana.uni-sofia.bg/  

Over the 130 year-long history of the Faculty of Slavic Studies generations of students and 

scholars have kept, handed down and created the knowledge about Bulgarian people, 

language, literature and culture. The Faculty of Slavic Studies offers Bachelor’s Degree 

programmes and Master’s Degree programmes and trains PhD Students in the field of 

Bulgarian language and literature, Slavic and Balkan studies. Since the very beginning the 

teaching at the Faculty has been connected with Bulgarian secondary education and is 

responsible for the preparation of Bulgarian language teachers. The Faculty is involved in high 

quality scientific research on a wide range of problems in contemporary Humanities. 

The unique Department for Cyrill and Methodius’ Studies was established in 1980 on the 

occasion of the celebrations dedicated to 1300 years of the foundation of Bulgarian State. It 

brings together lecturers and researchers in the field of Old Bulgarian language, history of 

Bulgarian and Old Bulgarian literature.  

The Department has been involved in a series of educational and research projects aiming at 

introducing ICT in Medieval studies and historical linguistics. Substantial number of books and 

editions prepared by the Department staff has also been published.   
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University Library “St. Kliment Ohridski”, 1043 Sofia, 15 Tsar Osvoboditel 
Blvd. 

www.libsu.uni-sofia.bg 

The University Library “St. Kliment Ohridski” is the first academic library in Bulgaria. It is a 

dynamically developing cultural and educational institution which combines the tradition of 

library and information sphere with modern technologies and possibilities of the contemporary 

information society.  The University Library “St. Kliment Ohridski” has been functioning since the 

establishedment of the first Bulgarian University. Shortly it acquired an extraordinarily rich 

collection in Humanities and Natural Sciences thus becoming the first multidisciplinary scientific 

library in the country and a renowned cultural institute of national importance. Currently the 

Library has large and diverse holdings of about 2 620 000 volumes of scientific literature: books 

and periodicals; valuable collection of general and special reference books; collection of old-

printed, rare and valuable editions; Bulgarian and foreign incunabula and foreign literature 

from XVI – XIX century; electronic materials and databases. The library also possesses a number 

of digital collections, the most important of them being Zographou collection that contains the 

manuscripts from the Bulgarian monastery on Mount Athos. The literary wealth of the 

University Library “St. Kliment Ohridski” is accessible in Central University Library and in 28 

branch libraries at faculties, departments and other units, which form the University Library 

System. 

   

http://www.libsu.uni-sofia.bg/
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Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” Faculty of Theology, 1000 Sofia, 19 
Sveta Nedelya Sq. 

https://www.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/bul/universitet_t/fakulteti/bogoslovski_fakultet2 

For almost 100 years, the Faculty of Theology of Sofia University "St. Kliment Ohridski" has been 

the major link between academic knowledge and Christian faith, between secular education 

and its spiritual and historical foundation - Orthodox Christianity with its rich literature and 

culture. The Faculty was founded in 1923 and very quickly became the focus of theological 

education in Bulgaria. Over the years, some of the most prominent Bulgarian and world-

renowned scholars have worked there. After the Communist coup in Bulgaria 9. IX. 1944, the 

new government began severe reprisals against the Church, which also affected the Faculty of 

Theology. In 1951 the Faculty was separated from the University of Sofia and turned into a 

higher spiritual school under the name of the Theological Academy "St. Kliment Ohridski”, 

under the authority of the Holy Synod of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church. During this difficult 

period, the Faculty of Theology also hosted some of the most prominent Bulgarian philologists, 

who fell out of favor with the communist authorities. Just over a year after the collapse of 

communism in Bulgaria in 1989, the leadership of Sofia University invited during the summer of 

1991 the then Theological Academy to become again a Faculty of the University, and this 

invitation was accepted and implemented in July of the same year.  
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The Ecclesiastical Historical and Archival Institute of the Patriarchate of 
Bulgaria (EHAI), Sofia, 1000 Sofia, 19 Sveta Nedelya Sq. 

https://bg-patriarshia.bg/index.php?file=church_hist_instit.xml 

The Ecclesiastical Historical and Archival Institute of the Patriarchate of Bulgaria (EHAI) is a 

research institution, designed to find, preserve and publish manuscripts, archive materials etc. 

historical documents related to church history. It stores 695 Old Slavonic and Greek 

manuscripts (the oldest of which date back to the 10th c.), about 600 incunabula and more 

than 3000 files with Church archives. It was founded in 1986 after a reorganization of the 

Central Ecclesiastical Historical and Archival Museum established in 1924. EHAI is one of the 

main manuscript archives in Bulgaria. The Institute is located on the first floor of the building of 

the Faculty of Theology.  

 

  



 

  

KNOWLEDGE CREATES UNDERSTANDING 

12 

Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies “Prof. Ivan Dujčev”, 1618 Sofia, 18 Prof. 
Ivan Dujčev Str. 

https://www.uni-

sofia.bg/index.php/bul/universitet_t/centrove/cent_r_za_slavyano_vizantijski_prouchvaniya_prof_

ivan_dujchev 

The Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies “Prof. Ivan Dujčev” was established on 14 April 1986 in 

pursuance of the will of Prof. Ivan Dujčev, who donated his home to Sofia University, together 

with his personal specialized library of Byzantinism and Paleoslavistics and his personal 

collection of Greek, Slavic and Ottoman-Turkish manuscripts and documents. The Center 

currently has a library of more than 65,000 volumes of scientific literature on the history of 

Byzantium's political, cultural and religious relations with the Orthodox Slavic world, a collection 

of 465 Greek manuscripts dating from the 9th to 19th centuries (by far the largest tag with 

Greek manuscripts in Bulgaria), 101 Slavic manuscripts and 240 Oriental manuscripts. The 

Center also houses the photographic archive of Prof. Assen Vasiliev, containing photographs of 

churches, monasteries, secular buildings, icons, church liturgical objects, murals, folk artifacts, 

etc., made between the two world wars. This unique fund, which has already been digitized, 

preserves the memory of objects that no longer exist and allows the reconstruction of the 

architectural and cultural appearance of the Balkan Peninsula since the beginning of the 

twentieth century, lost forever as a result of hostilities and subsequent modernization and 

urbanization. 

  

https://www.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/bul/universitet_t/centrove/cent_r_za_slavyano_vizantijski_prouchvaniya_prof_ivan_dujchev
https://www.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/bul/universitet_t/centrove/cent_r_za_slavyano_vizantijski_prouchvaniya_prof_ivan_dujchev
https://www.uni-sofia.bg/index.php/bul/universitet_t/centrove/cent_r_za_slavyano_vizantijski_prouchvaniya_prof_ivan_dujchev
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9. Program 

Sunday, September 22, 2019 
▼Arrival 

▼19:30: Welcome dinner offered by Sofia University at the Club of the Architect Restaurant, 

Sofia, 11 Krakra Street 

 

Monday, September 23, 2019 

Sofia University, Rectorate, 15 Tsar Osvoboditel Blvd., 1540 Sofia 

Conference Hall, Northern wing, floor 2,  

▼09:00-09:15 Welcome and introduction 

▼9:15-9:45 Alexandra Nusser, (JGU Mainz): Presentation of ReIReS and its Training Programme: 

Structure and Goals 

▼9:45-10:45 Prof. A.M. Totomanova: The Old Bulgarian (Old Church Slavonic) as a Lingua Sacra 

of the Orthodox Slavonic World 

▼10:45-11:15 Coffee break 

University Library 

▼11:15-12.30 Assoc. Prof. Dr A. Angelova: Introduction to the Digitalization Programme of the 

Library and a short tour in the Library 

▼12:30-13:30 Lunch at Alma Mater University Restaurant 

Sofia University, Rectorate 

Conference Hall, Northern wing, floor 2,  

▼13:30-14.15 Prof. Margaret Dimitrova, Dr. Dimiter Peev: Zographou manuscripts, digital 

collection and the project on digital presentation of Zographou documents (Bulgarian, 

Walachian and Greek) 

▼14:15-14:45 Visit of the Faculty of Slavic Studies Library. Training to use the Zographou digital 

collection 

▼14:45-16.00 Dr. Gergana Ganeva, Dr. Maria Totomanova-Paneva: Training: Digital Resources 

for Studying the History of Old Bulgarian (Old Church Slavonic) 

▼16:00-16.30 Coffee break 

▼16.30-17:00 Review of the Day/Train-the-Trainer Course 
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1. Evaluation: What are the ideas and needs of the users? 

2. What did you learn today? How would you train others in that matter? 

 

Tuesday, September 24, 2019 
Ecclesiastical Historical and Archival Institute of the Patriarchate of Bulgaria / Faculty of 

Theology, Sofia University, 19 Sveta Nedelya Sq., 1000 Sofia 

▼09:00-10:30 Prof. Hristo Temelski (Director of EHAI): Welcome and introduction. Tour of the 

Church Museum (same building) 

▼10:30-11:00 Coffee break 

Faculty of Theology, same building, hall 8, floor 3 

▼11:00-12:30 Dr. Ventzislav Karavaltchev: The Choice of Orthodox Slavs between Rome and 

Constantinople 

▼12:30-13:30 Lunch at Alma Mater University Restaurant (Sofia University Rectorate) 

Faculty of Theology, hall 8, floor 3 

▼13:30-15:30 Training: How to identify and analyze medieval theological fragments (Prof. Ivan 

Christov) 

▼15:30-16:00 Review of the day 

▼16:00 Guided tour on Ancient and Medieval Serdica 

 

Wednesday, September 25, 2019 

▼9:00 Meeting at Sofia University Rectorate and transfer to Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies 

“Prof. Ivan Dujčev”, 18 Prof. Ivan Dujčev St., 1618 Sofia 

Reading Room of the Centre 

▼09.30-11:30 Prof. V. Velinova (Director): Welcome and introduction. History of the Center and 

Presentation of the Manuscript Collection. The two Slavic alphabets - paleographic problems 

▼11:30-12:00 Coffee Break 

▼12:00-13:00 Dr. Nikifor Haralampiev: Production of parchment, inks and paints in medieval 

literary practice 

▼13:00-14:00 Lunch 

▼14:00-15:30 Dr. Rumyana Decheva: Training Activities and Visit to the Laboratory for 

Restoration and Conservation 
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▼15:30-16:00 Review of the Day/Train-the-Trainer Course 

▼Evaluation: What did you learn today? Did the courses meet your needs and expectations? 

▼16:00 Visit to Boyana Church (transfer to the church and back to the city center is provided) 

 

Thursday, September 26, 2019 
▼9:00 Meeting at Sofia University Rectorate and departure for Rila Monastery 

Rila Monastery Library Reading Room 

▼Dr. Ventzislav Karavaltchev: Rila Monastery and Monastery Library through the Centuries 

▼Visiting Tour to the Library of Rila Monastery. Demonstration of valuable manuscripts from 

the Monastery collection. 

▼Review of the Day/Train-the-Trainer Course 

▼Discussions and Statements: Monastery collections as a source for studying the history of 

the religious thinking on Balkans 

 

Friday, September 27, 2019 
▼Departure 
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10. Online Access to Index Religiosus and Other Databases 

Brepols  Publishers and  KU Leuven  are  proud  to  offer  all  partners of  ReIReS   free online 

access to the Index Religiosus for the duration of the project (for more information: ask your 

organization).  Apart from Index Religiosus, Brepols develops several other interesting online 

databases (in collaboration with academic partners), which will be included after the ReIReS 

schools and courses. After following a ReIReS school or course, scholars can ask for a 30‐day 

free trial period for training purposes at their institution. 

 

11. Open Access Brepols Publishers 

Brepols Publishers can offer the special price of 1000 € (VAT excl.) to  the participants of ReIReS 

and its trainings for articles that deal with or are related to the work of ReIReS. You will read 

more in the separate file. 

 

12. Participants 

Claudia Sojer 
Leopold-Franzens-

Universität Innsbruck 
claudia.sojer@uibk.ac.at 

Bart Bolhuis,  TU Apeldoorn bart.bolhuis@outlook.com 

Bas Meeuse TU Apeldoorn bas199818@gmail.com 

Christopher Sprecher Universität Regensburg christopher.sprecher@ur.de 

Bart Janssens  Brepols Publishers bart.janssens@brepols.net 

Lin Danni EPHE Paris lindanniani@gmail.com 

Niels Stouten TU Apeldoorn niels_st@live.nl 

Sofia Puchkova KU Leuven sofia.puchkova@kuleuven.be 
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Antonio Pio di Cosmo 
Pontificio Istituto Orientale 

Roma 
apiocosmo@outlook.it 

Edenia Bolarin Edenia Bolarin sl eb@eb-service.com 

Massimiliano Proietti FSCIRE Bologna proietti@fscire.it 

Martin-Paul Buchholz  IEG Mainz buchholz@ieg-mainz.de 

Alexandra Nusser JGU Mainz nusser@uni-mainz.de 

Plamena Kostova Sofia University pgk_1994@abv.bg 

Maria Vaptsarova Sofia University mariavaptsarova@gmail.com 

Vladislava Ilieva Sofia University semiramissia@yahoo.com 

Zdravko Lovchaliev Sofia University zdravco_lovchaliev@abv.bg 

Preslava Georgieva Sofia University preslava_georgieva@abv.bg 
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13. Public Transport 

Sofia University Rectorate (Faculty of Slavic Stdies and Central University Library) are located in 

the city center and are accessible via all types of public transport: Underground line 1, station 

Sofia University (Sofiyski Universitet), busses 280, 305, 9, trolley 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 

 

The official dinner will take place at Club of the Architect Restaurant (Klub na arhitekta), Sofia, 

11 Krakra Street (2-minutes walk from Sofia University) 

 

The Faculty of Theology is located at St. Nedelya Square which is named after the homonymous 

church. The location is only one station from Sofia University (or a 10-minutes walk) and is 

accessible via metro line 1 and 2, station Serdica; trams: 4, 12 and 18, stop St. Nedelya Square 

(Ploshtad Sveta Nedelya) or 5, 8 stop Palace of Justice (Sadebna palata)  

 

For the training sessions at the Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies “Prof. Ivan Dujčev”, transport 

will be organized for the school participants, departing from the Sofia University at 9.00 a.m. on 

September 25, 2019.  
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ReIReS School: Use and Study of Special Documents 

Sofia, 22-27 September 2019 

 

Bulgaria is the country where the first Slavonic translation of the biblical books was made at the end of 

the 9
th

 – beginning of the 10
th

 cc., some decades after the conversion of Bulgarian people to 

Christianity. The translation itself and its Old Bulgarian language (known also as Old Church Slavonic) 

became the main tool for Christianization of the nations of South and East Europe (Bulgarians, 

Russians, Serbs, Wallachians and Moldavians). 

On the other hand, due to its strategic location at the crossroads between Europe and Asia, Bulgaria is 

a contact zone where different religions, cultures and languages have been interacting for centuries. 

Ancient Serdica, today Sofia, used to be the city of Constantine the Great, who is known for having 

said: “Serdica is my Rome”. 

The school in Sofia will make scholars familiar with special, less known and remote collections like the 

unique collection of Greek, Arabic and Slavonic manuscripts in the Centre for Slavo-Byzantine Studies 

“Prof. Ivan Dujčev”, the Zographou manuscripts collection, which is not accessible in situ to female 

researchers; with the history of Bulgarian Church and religious literature and the history of the oldest 

and biggest Bulgarian monastery and its role for preserving the religious identity of the Bulgarian 

population. It will also provide opportunities to visit important archeological and historical sites, related 

to both Bulgarian and European history.  

 

 

 

 


